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OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The Open Space, Parks, and Recreation Element addresses the need for the preservation of open
space lands and conservation and thoughtful management of natural assets, including watersheds,
wildlife habitat and scenic resources. The Element also addresses the City’s existing and future
system of parks, recreation, trails and bikeways.

It is the intent of this Element to define and establish open space, park and recreation needs and
opportunities, so as to determine how these important assets may be most effectively preserved,
expanded and managed. The policies and programs are strategies to achieve long term success in
these efforts, both by the City and in cooperation with other agencies such as the Big Bear Valley
Recreation and Park District.

OPEN SPACE

There are no areas designated on the land use or zoning maps as open space or "greenbelt" within
the City currently (1998). However, open space has been included in some development projects
as a mitigation measure for biological resource conservation. In addition, the appearance of open
space is provided through land use districts that allow primarily recreational development, limited
development within flood plains, and adopted development standards that require a percentage of
developed parcels be maintained as landscaped open space. Along with preserving the natural
environment, open space areas have been publicly and privately developed to provide recreational
opportunities. These include the creation of such facilities as public parks as well as recreational
development adjacent to the Lake and within the San Bernardino National Forest.

Flood Plains as Open Space

The Federal Emergency Management Administration, in conjunction with the National Flood
Insurance Program has designated the City's special flood hazard areas subject to 100 year flood
inundation. The City's most significant floodway is located adjacent to Rathbun Creek. South of
Clubview Drive, the floodway more or less corresponds to the PR zone and is primarily used for
golfing in the summer and snow play activities in the winter. Development in this area has been
subject to public controversy as the floodway provides approximately fifty acres of natural open
space, as well as vistas towards the surrounding peaks. In other areas of the City, properties in the
Flood Hazard Districts (H-1 and H-2), areas that are prone to flooding, have remained largely
undeveloped.

Development Standards

The City's Development Code requires open space preservation on individual parcels. In most land
use districts, only a percentage of the property may be developed, while the balance of the site must
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be preserved in an undeveloped condition which may include landscaping. As residential
development proposals and subdivisions are brought to the City for approval, the City may also
require the designation of specific areas within the project for open space.

The Village Specific Plan contains open space and building coverage requirements intended to
increase the appearance of open space. The Village Specific Plan includes a proposed extensive
system of pedestrian trails and park nodes to enhance the pedestrian orientation of the area.

In the China Gardens subarea of the Moonridge Specific Plan, a master plan is required in order to
ensure proper development of the lakeside. Specific Plan policies also include development of a
community park, lakeside development oriented to maximize the visual and physical properties of
the water, siting sensitive to the biological characteristics of Rathbun Creek, and preservation of an
area around the Creek's delta in its natural state.

Other Open Space

Several areas both within and near the City have been set aside as open space for conservation
purposes. Over 1300 acres have been set aside near Baldwin Lake, including a 300-acre reserve
owned by the State of California and 1000 acres at the southeast end of the lake which have been
acquired for conservation use by the Natural Heritage Foundation (NHF). NHF also owns or
controls several sites within the City limits for wildlife conservation, including the Stanfield Marsh
area (148 acres); the Moonridge pebble plains area (12 acres); and Rathbun Creek area (3 acres).
NHF is planning to purchase additional acreage on which the endangered Sidalcea pedata is found
for protection of this plant.

In addition, open space has been set aside within several private development projects for purposes
of biological mitigation. Within Eagle Point Estates, 10.7 acres have been included in non-
buildable lettered lots, and the Castle Glen development (Tract 12488) set aside 129 acres in lettered
lots for conservation. This land is currently maintained by the Natural Heritage Foundation to ensure
protection of sensitive species and habitat, and provides passive open space and recreational
opportunities as well.

The City has also acquired land which is currently used for open space, including Boulder Bay (3
acres) and land adjacent to the Civic Center (14 acres). Future plans for Civic Center expansion will
include preservation of open space within this area, and future plans for Boulder Bay include
parking, landscaping and lake-oriented recreation facilities.

These efforts indicate a substantial commitment by the community to preserve open space for
biological resource preservation, as well as passive recreational purposes. The City will continue
working with NHF and other agencies as appropriate to ensure that open space conservation remains
an important objective in future planning.
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PARKS AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Within the City limits there are a number of public and private park and recreational facilities, which
are listed on Table OPR-1 and discussed below.

Table OPR-1
Park and Recreation Facilities Located in the City of Big Bear Lake
Facility Owner/Responsible Agency Size
Parks:
Meadow Park Recreation and Parks District 16.25 acres
Moonridge Animal Park Recreation and Parks District 2.7 acres
Rotary Pine Knot Park City of Big Bear Lake 2 acres
Ski Resorts:
Bear Mountain Private 145 acres
Snow Summit Private 620 acres
Athletic Facilities:
Football Field School District N/A
Softball Field School District N/A
Other Recreation:
Big Bear Lake Municipal Water District 2,971 acres
Alpine Trout Lake Private 2 acres
Bear Mtn. Golf Course Private 43 acres
Magic Mountain Private 13 acres
Boulder Bay City of Big Bear Lake 3 acres
Public Parks

The Big Bear Valley Recreation and Parks District has jurisdiction over park facilities in the City
and surrounding Valley. The City falls within two of the District’s zones: Big Bear Lake and
Moonridge. The District cooperates with a variety of local service providers, including the USDA
Forest Service, the Bear Valley Unified School District, the Community Services District,
Community Services Area 53, the City of Big Bear Lake, and the Municipal Water District. Funding
for the District's facilities is provided by a portion of the property tax that goes to the County, private
donations, and fees and charges for facility use. Two facilities operated by the District are within the
City limits: Meadow Park and the Moonridge Animal Park.

Meadow Park

Meadow Park is located adjacent to the lake on approximately 16.25 acres within City limits. Itis
the largest and most comprehensive community park in the Big Bear Valley. Meadow Park includes
District offices, two baseball diamonds with a snack bar and announcer's booth, a t-ball diamond,
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a multipurpose play field, a tot lot and larger playground, gymnasium, three tennis courts, one
volleyball sand pit, picnic tables, and barbecues. Located within an artificial cove along the lake,
the Park also has a white sand swim beach with a lifeguard stand, snack bar, and picnic area. There
are also two historical cabins in the park for visitors to view.

Moonridge Animal Park

The Moonridge Animal Park, which is the only zoo in San Bernardino County, is located on private
property at 43285 Moonridge Road across the street from Bear Mountain's base area. The Animal
Park has accepted injured, abandoned, or confiscated animals for thirty years. Located on 2.7 acres,
it houses twenty-two mammals and fifteen birds, including American bald eagles, timber wolves,
and buffalo. The Animal Park welcomes approximately 65,000 visitors per year. Recent
improvements include a Visitors Center and a grizzly bear habitat housing three (3) grizzlies.

The District’s future plans could include the construction of naturalistic, spacious, and aesthetically
pleasing exhibits, and cooperative teaching programs aimed at endangered North American species.
For a number of years, the District has sought to relocate the Moonridge Animal Park in order to
meet these objectives. Public opposition to site selections has lengthened the relocation process.

Park District Master Plan

In 1988, the District adopted a Ten Year Master Plan based on a community needs assessment and
national standards. The District's acquisition objective, based on the Plan, is an additional 8.95 acres
within the City of Big Bear Lake. The District has also determined a future need for additional picnic
areas, sports fields, a tot lot and open play areas, shoreline and fishing access, sand volleyball areas,
and open space linkages. The District recently upgraded Meadow Park by providing additional
parking and accommodations for disabled users. The addition of a ski beach is also projected in the
future.

City Parks

Rotary Pine Knot Park

Rotary Pine Knot Park, dedicated in 1992, is a public park owned and operated by the City of Big
Bear Lake. The park is located on approximately two lakefront acres at the end of Pine Knot Avenue
in the Village Specific Plan area. The Evening Rotary Club undertook construction of the park as
a volunteer community service effort, donating the park furniture and some of the landscaping.
Rotary Pine Knot Park was conceived primarily as a neighborhood "green space.” The park includes
a formal garden, public restroom, picnic and play areas. The City has considered expanding the park
in the future by purchasing the adjacent Post Office parcel, and possibly retaining the Post Office
building for use as a youth and recreation center (Capital Improvement Project #44). The City has
also considered adding a courtesy dock and/or fishing pier to the lakefront area but no plans have
been officially adopted.

OPR-4
Resolution No. 99-36, 8/23/99



City of Big Bear Lake General Plan
Open Space, Parks and Recreation

Boulder Bay

In 1996, the City purchased approximately 3 acres of unimproved property located on the north side
of Big Bear Boulevard adjacent to the Boulder Bay area of Big Bear Lake for development of a
lakeside park. The property currently contains a dirt parking area where people can pull off the
highway and view the lake. Future plans call for construction of a paved parking area, installation
of landscaping and irrigation, a picnic area and restrooms, and possibly a boat launch site.

US Forest Service Parks, Campgrounds, Open Space and Conservation Areas

The following discussion addresses facilities operated by the USDA Forest Service. Although
outside the City, these facilities also contribute to the recreational opportunities for residents and
visitors.

The San Bernardino National Forest, which surrounds the City, provides a significant open space and
recreational amenity. There are several picnic grounds and campgrounds nearby operated by the US
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Big Bear Ranger District. These include the Aspen Glen
Picnic Area, a year-round site located on Mill Creek Road, close to the Civic Center. The picnic
area includes parking for 8 vehicles, picnic tables, barbecues, handicapped-accessible restroom
facilities and access to hiking trails. The Grout Bay Picnic Area, is located on the north shore of Big
Bear Lake, 1/4 mile west of Fawnskin on Highway 38 several miles beyond City limits. The picnic
area includes parking for 23 vehicles, picnic tables, barbecues, water, restroom facilities and access
to hiking trails. Meadow's Edge Picnic Area is located on the north shore of Big Bear Lake, just west
of Division Road on Highway 38 several miles beyond City limits. The area includes picnic tables,
barbecues, water, restroom facilities and access to hiking trails. Serrano Campground is located on
the north shore of Big Bear Lake, just west of Division Road on Highway 38 several miles beyond
City limits. The camping area includes 132 campsites, showers, water, restroom facilities and access
to the Cougar Crest trailhead that leads to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. This camp is open
from May through November. Pineknot Campground is located on Summit Boulevard, adjacent to
Snow Summit Ski Resort, just beyond City limits. The camping area includes (48) campsites, water,
restroom facilities and close proximity to hiking trails. This camp is open from May through
October.

Nearby interpretive areas include the Lodgepole Pine Trail adjacent to Castlerock, the City's western
limits, the Woodland Trail designed by Forest volunteers, and the Gold Fever Auto Tour, which
takes drivers over unpaved forest roads to discover the mining history of Holcomb Valley. The
Alpine Pedal Path, a two mile path along the North Shore of Big Bear Lake, is used heavily by
walkers, joggers, and bicyclists. Hiking trails and off-highway vehicle routes within the ranger
district also provide access to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, with trail camps located north
of Big Bear Lake at Little Bear Springs, Tanglewood (on Gold Mountain), and Doble, in addition
to Deer Springs, located southeast of Erwin Lake.

The Forest Service has developed a Discovery Center located on the North Shore of Big Bear Lake
on Highway 38 in proximity to Serrano Campground and about 1/4 mile west of the Big Bear Ranger
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District offices. This new visitor center provides information on Forest Service and other
community recreational activities, interpretive and educational programs, community rooms for
special events, and a book sales and gift store. Future plans include an exhibition space. The project
is expected to cover twelve acres.

Big Bear Lake

The City of Big Bear Lake is located along the southern shore of Big Bear Lake. The lake was
originally created as an irrigation reservoir for agricultural purposes in the Redlands and San
Bernardino area. The lake is 2,971 surface acres in size, with a storage capacity of 73,000 acre feet,
and about 23 miles of scenic shoreline.

There are seventeen (17) possible master marina permits issued by MWD for Big Bear Lake, and
seven active permits. Privately owned marinas offer spring and summer recreational boating, as
well as jet skiing, canoe rentals, boat slip rentals, and lake landing access.

Ski Resorts

There are two ski resorts operating under US Forest Service permits with base areas located within
the City of Big Bear Lake: Bear Mountain and Snow Summit. A third resort, Snow Forest, with a
base area that was located at the southern end of Pine Knot Avenue in proximity to the Village, is
no longer in operation. The operating ski resorts are a major Southern California recreational
attraction.

Bear Mountain Ski Resort

Bear Mountain ski resort consists of approximately 145 acres. Facilities include eleven chair lifts,
a snowboard park, ski rental shop, ski shop, ski school, cafeteria, bar, snack bar, first aid room and
barbecues. Bear Mountain's season typically runs from November through April, with a daily
capacity of 9,600 skiers.

Snow Summit Ski Resort

Snow Summit ski resort is located on approximately 620 acres (230 skiable) with base facilities
located within the City limits. The facility has a capacity for 6,500 skiers at one time. The resort's
facilities include ski lifts, a ski rental shop, ski shop, ski school, cafeteria, bar, snack bar, first aid
room and barbecues. Summer facilities include a mountain bike rental/pro shop. Snow Summit's
ski season typically runs from November through April, with trails opening up for mountain bike
activities from May through October. A scenic chair lift is also in operation during the summer.

Other Recreation Facilities
Alpine Trout Lake

The lake, adjacent to Rathbun Creek on a 2.5 acre site, includes a 1 acre pond, picnic tables,
barbecues, and a snack bar.
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Bear Mountain Golf Course

The Bear Mountain Golf Course is a nine hole course covering 43 acres and a driving range. Future
improvements may include adding an additional 9 holes, a clubhouse with a restaurant, bar and
catering service, as well as a jogging and bike path around the course.

Magic Mountain

Magic Mountain is a privately run, year-round recreation area located on 13 acres on the western side
of the City. In the summer, miniature golf, go-carts, and a water slide are available. Winter activities
include a scenic chair lift and an alpine slide, with all forms of snow playing available.

Big Bear Valley Recreation and Parks District and School District Facilities

The Recreation and Parks District and the School District both have a number of recreational
facilities. These are depicted on Exhibit OPR-1.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

State law allows a city to set local standards for park land in relation to population, to ensure that
new development mitigates its impacts on park facilities and to help the city set budget priorities for
park land acquisition and development. The Quimby Act (Section 66477 of Title 7 of the California
Government Code) allows a city to adopt a standard of 3 to 5 acres of park land per 1000 residents,
and to require dedication of land or in-lieu fees to meet this standard, by local ordinance. Ifthe City
adopted a standard of 3 acres of developed park land per 1000 permanent residents, the existing need
would be 18 acres for a permanent population of approximately 6,000. This need is currently being
met by the provision of Meadow Park (16.25 acres), Moonridge Zoo (2.7 acres) and Rotary Pine
Knot Park (2 acres). However, if all the City’s residential units were occupied by permanent
residents, a total of approximately 63 acres of park lands would be required to meet State standards.
Based on the current land use map and the assumption that all housing units are permanently
occupied, the City would require 81 acres of park land at buildout of this General Plan. In addition,
advisory groups within the community have identified the need for additional facilities to meet the
needs of local residents, including play fields, a swimming pool, improved lake access and other
facilities. Therefore, there is a need for the City to work with the Park and Recreation District to
plan for expansion of facilities and construction and funding of new facilities to meet the City’s
current and future needs.

The City’s Capital Improvement Program lists parkland acquisition and improvements, including
Metcalf Park, Civic Center Park, Village Center Park, a shoreline jogging trail and bike path, and
anumber of access nodes to the lake, primarily for pedestrian access. These projects would help the
City to add to its parkland amenities. Funding for these projects could come from a number of
sources, including land donations, State and federal grants, the imposition of Quimby Act
development fees, the City’s general fund or a combination of City and Park District funding, as
appropriate.
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Exhibit OPR-1: Big Bear Valley Recreation and Park Facilities
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OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION
GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL OPR 1

An expanded, high-quality system of public parks and recreational facilities that support a broad
range of activities to meet the active and passive public recreation needs of current and future
residents and visitors.

Policy OPR 1.1
To encourage and, if necessary, construct appropriate, high quality public park and recreational
facilities that improve and expand the range of recreational activities available within the valley.

Program OPR 1.1.1

In cooperation with the Big Bear Valley Recreation and Park District and other appropriate public
agencies and private enterprise, assist in providing facilities to enhance recreational opportunities,
including but not limited to:

a) A four-field baseball, softball and soccer complex within the valley;
b) At least two lighted fields for adult softball;
c) A public swimming pool--year-round;

d) A skateboard park;

e) Basketball courts.

Responsible Agency: City Council to determine funding source; Planning Division to assist in park
planning; Engineering, Public Works, and Building and Safety Divisions to assist with site
development and construction as needed.

Schedule: As funding permits

Program OPR 1.1.2

Investigate and coordinate development of a Village “green” as an active open space area within the
Village Retail District of the Village Specific Plan area to be used for community activities and
special events.

Responsible Agency: City staff to evaluate financial and planning feasibility, City Council to
determine funding availability, City to work with Village businesses and property owners for
funding, construction and maintenance

Schedule: As funding permits

Program OPR 1.1.3

In cooperation with the County of San Bernardino, U. S. Forest Service and private enterprise,
establish an 18-hole professional golf course in the Big Bear Valley.

Responsible Agency: City staff to evaluate financial and planning feasibility, City Council to
determine funding availability, City to work with other agencies on funding, construction and
maintenance

Schedule: As funding permits
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Program OPR 1.1.4

Assist the Big Bear Valley Recreation and Park District and other local organizations or businesses
to establish an “Adopt-a-Park” program to fund, maintain and staff local recreational programs and
new park facilities and equipment.

Responsible Party: Planning and Finance Divisions

Schedule: 1999 and ongoing

Program OPR 1.1.5

In cooperation with the Municipal Water District and other appropriate agencies, evaluate the need
for additional and/or improved public access to the lake within the City, and upgrade access points
where reasonable and feasible as funding permits.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division to evaluate access points and prepare plan for upgrades;
City Council to determine funding availability and priority.

Schedule: Plan preparation 1999; construction as funding permits

Program OPR 1.1.6

In cooperation with other public agencies, investigate, monitor, and determine local public
recreational needs through periodic surveys.

Responsible Agency: Film/Public Information Office

Schedule: Periodically as needed

Program OPR 1.1.7

Assist the Big Bear Valley Recreation and Park District in finding a permanent, expanded home for
the Moonridge Zoo Animal Park.

Responsible Agency: City Manager’s Office, Planning Division in cooperation with Big Bear
Valley Recreation and Park District

Schedule: Ongoing as needed

Policy OPR 1.2

Explore various means of acquiring or facilitating additional park and recreation facilities and seek
creative and flexible techniques to accomplish City goals, which may include but are not limited to
the following strategies:

a. Where appropriate, remodel or recycle existing vacant buildings, such as large retail or
industrial buildings, for recreation uses.
b. Where feasible, encourage the joint use of park and recreation facilities with flood control

facilities, school facilities, or other joint public use to maximize benefits and share costs of
infrastructure, parking and access.

c. Consider developing park and recreational facilities jointly with non-profit incorporated
recreation organizations and service clubs, to assist in meeting City residents’ needs for
recreational opportunities.

d. Seek opportunities to help develop regional parks or recreational facilities which provide
recreational benefits to a wide range of residents and visitors through cooperation with other
agencies.
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€. Consider non-traditional types of parks such as linear parks along drainage courses and utility
easements where appropriate, which may include pedestrian paths, bikeways or fitness
courses, and improvements to lake-front public access points.

f. Consider inclusion of tot lots or pocket parks within larger residential developments and
multi-family developments to provide neighborhood recreation amenities.

g. Facilitate development and/or expansion of specialty parks such as an amphitheater or nature
center.

h. In cooperation with other public agencies and private developers, investigate sources of land
and funding from private and public sources to expand recreation facilities and programs.

1. Evaluate alternatives for coordinated provision of park and recreation services throughout
the Valley.

j- Consider adoption of an in-lieu park impact fee program to allow major development

projects to contribute fees for park mitigation in lieu of land dedication, pursuant to the
Quimby act and/or City ordinance.

Program OPR 1.2.1 Seek opportunities for park and recreational facility development, evaluate
feasibility and prepare plans and budgets as appropriate.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division, City Manager’s Office

Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OPR 1.3 Encourage and cooperate with the development of appropriate, high-quality private
recreational facilities in the City that improve and expand the activities available for residents and
visitors, while maintaining the City’s image as a family-oriented vacation destination.

Program OPR 1.3.1 Fast-track development proposals for private recreational facilities meeting the
intent of this policy to the extent permitted by law, and provide a City staff member as liaison to
assist in the entitlement, plan check and construction inspection process, including assistance in
coordination with other agencies as needed.

Responsible Agency: Planning, Building and Safety, Engineering Divisions and City Manager’s
Office

Schedule: As needed and ongoing

Policy OPR 1.4
Ensure that City park, recreation and cultural facilities are accessible to all citizens, through the
following measures:

a. Incorporate design features required by the Americans With Disabilities Act which improve
access to facilities for handicapped citizens;

b. Where necessary, retrofit existing facilities to achieve compliance with the provisions of the
Americans With Disabilities Act for parking and access;

c. To the extent practical, provide playground equipment which provides recreational

opportunities to handicapped children within City playgrounds and provide features such as
trails and signs for persons who are visually impaired and park structures which
accommodate persons confined to wheelchairs;
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d. Where appropriate, provide park facilities which meet the recreational needs of senior
residents; '
e. Ensure that park and recreation facilities are designed to promote the safety of all park users

by incorporating features which discourage crime.

Program OPR 1.4.1

Review existing park and recreational facilities and plans for new facilities to ensure compliance
with state and federal accessibility requirements.

Responsible Agency: Planning and Building and Safety Divisions, during planning and plan check
processes

Schedule: As plans are prepared and reviewed

Policy 1.5

Seek public input on design of new parks and recreational facilities in the City, through the following

means:

a. Prior to construction of new facilities provide opportunities for public input, including but
not limited to informal meetings with neighborhood groups, coordination with community
organizations and final approval by the City Council;

b. Consult with non-profit incorporated recreation organizations to ensure that park designs
incorporate, to the extent feasible, facilities which meet the goals of these recreation
providers;

c. Coordinate with local business organizations, including the Chamber of Commerce and the

Resort Association, to inform them of proposed City actions.

Program OPR 1.5.1

Schedule and advertise public meetings and workshops on new park development proposals, as
appropriate. -

Responsible Party: Planning Division during design and review phases of facility planning
Schedule: Ongoing as needed

Policy OPR 1.6

Consider the following criteria when evaluating future sites for acquisition or improvement as park

and recreation facilities:

a. Access. Community parks/facilities should have access from major or secondary arterial
roadways. Neighborhood parks should have access from secondary or collector roadways.
Mini-parks or pocket parks and tot lots may be accessed from local streets or cul-de-sacs.
Park sites shall be located to provide maximum accessibility from the areas to be served.

b. Infrastructure availability. Park sites should be located in proximity to utility connections.

c. Size. Park sites should be of adequate size to accommodate the facilities needed within the
area to be served, along with adequate setbacks and parking.

d. Suitable Terrain. Natural terrain of the proposed site should be such that the site can be

developed without requiring extensive grading or recontouring of the natural topography.
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e. Land Use. Sites should be compatible with surrounding land uses and in conformance with
adopted local and regional plans.

f. Neighborhood acceptance. The proposed park shall be compatible with the existing
neighborhood in that it should provide recreational amenities which are suitable to and
acceptable to a consensus of the neighborhood.

g. Cost. The cost and method of acquisition shall be evaluated, including cost of construction
and long-term: maintenance, if applicable.

Program OPR 1.6.1

Evaluate proposed park and recreation sites based upon these criteria, and report to the City Council
prior to any decision on funding or acquisition of sites.

Responsible Party: Planning Division

Schedule: Ongoing as needed

Policy OPR 1.7

Establish a desired service level of active parkland to serve the needs of the permanent resident
population of the City, of 3 acres per 1000 population (assuming a 50 percent occupancy rate for
residential structures), which may be met by a combination of facilities provided by the City, Big
Bear Valley Recreation and Park District, and other agencies provided that facilities are accessible
to the general public.

Program OPR 1.7.1

Evaluate new development proposals for impacts on park facilities based upon this policy, and
require mitigation as appropriate.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division and reviewing authority

Schedule: Ongoing

Program OPR 1.7.2

During annual review of the Capital Improvement Program, review existing park facilities with
respect to this policy and consider strategies to meet parkland goals.

Responsible Agency: City Manager and City Council

Schedule: Annually and ongoing

Policy OPR 1.8

The City shall preserve and enhance public access to Big Bear Lake, while protecting adjacent
neighborhoods from intrusive and incompatible uses and maximizing the use of City resources,
through the following means:

a. Review and evaluate the 33 existing public lake access points within the City to determine
the feasibility and cost of improving these areas;
b. Design lake access point improvement projects to serve the largest number of users in the
most appropriate locations;
c. Restrict vehicular parking at lakefront access points within residential neighborhoods;
OPR-13
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d. Provide pedestrian and bicycle access to lakefront access points through the Master Plan for

Trails or other means as appropriate;
€. Evaluate and install improvements in these locations as appropriate, which may include but

not be limited to benches, trash receptacles, bicycle racks, lighting, informational signs or
other similar features;
f. Dispose of surplus property as appropriate.

Program OPR 1.8.1 Develop a plan for improving public lakefront access points incorporating the
policies listed above, adopt and implement the plan as funding allows.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division in cooperation with other departments and agencies as
needed for plan preparation; City Council to determine funding priorities and implementation
schedule in conjunction with approval of the Capital Improvement Program

Schedule: Plan preparation FY 1999-2000; implementation as funding permits

GOAL OPR 2

A coordinated system of bicycle trails and all-purpose recreational trails which are interconnected
and which link to a regional trail system, to provide alternate travel modes within the City and
enhance recreational opportunities for biking, hiking and, where appropriate, equestrian uses.

Policy OPR 2.1

The City shall develop, adopt and implement a Master Plan for Trails which incorporates the

following features: ‘

a. Bikeways. The Master Plan for Trails shall address bicycle transportation both as an
alternate travel mode and for recreational purposes, including both on-street bike lanes
(striped or unstriped) and separated bicycle paths. In particular, the plan shall evaluate the
feasibility of creating a bicycle trail which passes as close as possible to Big Bear Lake,
which may include both the lake frontage or parallel surface streets to create the most
feasible route. Additionally, this portion of the Master Plan for Trails shall evaluate the
feasibility of providing a bikeway in or adjacent to Big Bear Boulevard throughout the City
limits, in cooperation with Caltrans.

b. Hiking, Mountain Biking and All-Purpose Trails, excluding motorized off-road vehicles.
The Master Plan for Trails shall include design standards and locations for all-purpose
recreational trails, which need not be paved but should be properly graded and compacted
for erosion control and maintenance purposes. However, it is not the City’s intent to develop
a trail system for motorized vehicles within the City limits.

c. Equestrian Trails. The Master Plan for Trails should delineate routes appropriate to convey
riding horses from the commercial stables within the City to equestrian trails within adjacent
non-urbanized areas, including those within the U. S. Forest Service boundaries; however,
it is not the City’s intent to provide a network of equestrian trails within the urbanized
portions of the City.
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d. Connectivity. The Master Plan, when developed, shall ensure that trails are interconnected
with other City, County and regional trails to the extent practical, to create a trail network
providing the maximum flexibility for users.

€. Public Input. Input from local recreation user groups such as bicycle and hiking associations
and other interested parties shall be solicited in preparation of the Master Plan, either through
formation of an advisory committee or through public workshops.

f. Review of Existing Plans. The Master Plan shall include a review of the feasibility of
existing trail plans within the City, including the proposed Rathbun Creek Trail as envisioned
within the Moonridge Specific Plan, and shall incorporate any needed revisions to these
plans.

g. Focal points and activity areas. The Master Plan shall consider primary focal points and
activity areas within the City and provide trail connections between them as appropriate (for
example, a trail connection should be provided to link Rotary Pine Knot Park to Meadow
Park, if feasible).

Program OPR 2.1.1 Prepare and adopt a Master Plan for Trails.

Responsible Agency: Plan preparation: Planning Division, based on public input and in cooperation
with other agencies as needed. Plan adoption: Planning Commission and City Council
Schedule: FY 2001-02

Program OPR 2.1.2 Seek funding sources for implementation of the Master Plan for Trails,
including grants.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division

Schedule: Begin upon plan adoption, and ongoing

GOAL OPR 3

Preservation of open space areas within the City that are necessary to protect critical habitat areas,
protect scenic views, provide passive recreational opportunities and/or enhance the aesthetic
character of the community.

Policy OPR 3.1

Strongly encourage cooperation between the private sector and public agencies to appropriately
manage our land and water resources to achieve a reasonable balance between the preservation of
significant environmental resources and private and public development.

Program OPR 3.1.1

Support the Municipal Water District in developing and operating its Stanfield Marsh
Waterfowl/Wildlife Habitat Improvement Project.

Responsible Agency: City Manager’s Office, Planning Division, in cooperation with the Municipal
Water District, and appropriate conservation organizations.

Schedule: Ongoing
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Program OPR 3.1.2

Work with the Natural Heritage Foundation, University of Redlands and other available data sources
as appropriate to obtain current information on plant and wildlife communities within the planning
area, for use in discretionary review of development projects with respect to open space and
conservation requirements.

Responsible Agency: Planning Division to compile information and incorporate into CEQA
documents for new development proposals

Schedule: Ongoing

Program OPR 3.1.3

Assist the Natural Heritage Foundation and other appropriate conservation organizations to preserve
environmentally sensitive open space and conservation of lands and to identify funding mechanisms
for acquisition and maintenance of this land.

Responsible Party: City Manager’s Office, Planning and Finance Divisions

Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OPR 3.2
Provide adequate protection of environmentally sensitive habitat areas and open space as new
development occurs.

Program OPR 3.2.1

The City shall review all proposed development projects with respect to impacts on biological
resources and open space requirements pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, and
shall require mitigation as appropriate.

Responsibility: Planning Division and reviewing authority

Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OPR 3.3
Designate natural hazard areas as open space when development in these areas cannot feasibly occur
to protect public health, safety and welfare.

Program OPR 3.3.1

On the Land Use Map, delineate active fault zones, flood ways and flood plains where development
cannot feasibly occur and designate these areas as open space, allowing recreational uses where
appropriate.

Responsibility: Planning Division in preparing draft land use map; City Council adoption
Schedule: 1998 '
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Policy OPR 3.4
Consider the acquisition of property as open space if the property would meet the City’s land use and
environmental goals, and if such action would meet one or more of the following criteria:

a. The property is located within a scenic viewshed or corridor, and its preservation as open
space would provide an aesthetic value to the community and/or the surrounding
neighborhood;

b. The property is the site of sensitive or protected habitat or species, and its preservation as
open space would preserve important biological resources;

c. The property provides access and/or views to Big Bear Lake, and its preservation as open
space would enhance public use and/or appreciation of the Lake;

d. The property provides an important corridor linking habitat or resource areas, such as a

drainage course, a wildlife corridor, a regional trail system, or other similar feature.

Program OPR 3.4.1

Evaluate proposed property acquisitions for open space purposes with respect to the above-listed
criteria when determining the conformity of any proposed acquisition with the General Plan.
Responsible Agency: Planning Division, Planning Commission, City Council

Schedule: Ongoing, as needed

GOAL OPR 4

Maintenance and expansion of cultural programs and special events which enhance the quality of -
life for City residents and which provide an enhanced experience to visitors and expand economic
development opportunities for local businesses.

Policy OPR 4.1

The City shall continue to work with the various local groups and individuals to assist in the
organization and promotion of special events and cultural activities, including theater, music, dance,
visual arts and crafts, folk life and popular culture, provided that such events conform to the City’s
goal to maintain a family-oriented community and destination place for visitors.

Program OPR 4.1.1

Evaluate proposals for special events and festivals in the City to ensure that appropriate facilities and
services will exist to support the event, and that the event will not negatively impact residents or
visitors. ‘

Responsible Agency: Planning Division and reviewing authority, through issuance of Temporary
Use Permits

Schedule: As needed and ongoing
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Program OPR 4.1.2

Evaluate the feasibility of expanding or creating venues for outdoor performances.
Responsibility: Planning and Finance Divisions, City Manager’s Office
Schedule: Ongoing

Program OPR 4.1.3

Evaluate traffic control solutions to large-scale events, including but not limited to use of centralized
parking lots and shuttle services.

Responsibility: Engineering Division and reviewing authority through issuance of a Temporary Use
Permit

Schedule: As needed and ongoing
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